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 This program is presented by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC — safer, healthier 
people. 
 
 
For the more than 15 million American households that use private wells, water safety is 
a personal issue. EPA regulations that protect public drinking water don’t apply to private 
systems. Private wells should be located away from septic systems, animal pens, and 
chemical storage areas. In addition, wells should be inspected every year for mechanical 
problems and cleanliness, and the water should be tested for the presence of bacteria or 
other contaminants. If you have a private well, it’s up to you to make sure the water in 
your home is safe to drink. So schedule an annual well check up with a licensed well 
contractor or contact your local health department for more information.   
 
Thank you for joining us on A Minute of Health with CDC.   
 
 
For the most accurate health information, visit www.cdc.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO, 24/7. 

http://www.cdc.gov/
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