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This program is presented by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC — safer, healthier 
people. 
 
 
Hurricanes or other severe storms can be deadly events, but the danger doesn’t always 
pass with the storm. After Hurricane Ike struck Texas in 2008, carbon monoxide 
exposure caused 13 deaths and caused at least 34 people to seek medical treatment. 
About 75 percent of exposures were caused by improper use of gasoline-powered 
generators, which were used by people to supply energy when electrical power was 
knocked out. Any gasoline-powered machine requires ventilation to remove carbon 
monoxide. They should always be used outdoors, away from windows, doors, or vents, so 
the build-up of exhaust can’t cause severe illness or even death. 
 
Thank you for joining us on A Minute of Health with CDC. 
 
 
For the most accurate health information, visit www.cdc.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO, 24/7. 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/
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